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I. Introduction 

The Khorezm Jadids, a reformist group emerging in the early 20th century, played a 

pivotal role in the evolution of educational paradigms within Central Asia, particularly in 

addressing the needs of youth education. Their pedagogical views emphasized modernity, 

integration of rational thought, and accessibility of knowledge, setting them apart from 

traditional Islamic education frameworks. The impact of these reforms can be observed in 

the formal structure of Islamic education as depicted in various madrasa-colleges, which 

focus on both core Islamic studies and optional courses that cater to contemporary 

educational demands, underscoring an adaptive approach to learning. This blending of 

traditional values with modern educational methods reflects broader societal 

transformations and reveals the Khorezm Jadids commitment to fostering a knowledgeable 

and engaged youth. Such a pivotal shift in educational philosophy not only shaped the 

regional educational landscape but also informed the cultural and intellectual identities 

emerging in post-imperial contexts ((Laruelle et al., 2021), (Laruelle et al., 2021)). 

A. Overview of the Khorezm Jadids and their historical context 

The Khorezm Jadids emerged as a pivotal educational reform movement in Central 

Asia during the late 19th century, driven by a desire to modernize and uplift their society 

amid the prevailing socio-political turmoil. These intellectuals sought to challenge 

outdated educational practices and integrate progressive pedagogical methods into their 

curricula, emphasizing the need for a more secular and scientific approach to learning. The 

historical context of their movement is crucial; it unfolded during a period of imperial 

expansion and rising nationalism, where Jadids aimed to foster a sense of cultural identity 

and social reform that could withstand foreign influence. Their contributions significantly 

shaped educational landscapes, as they advocated for human perfection in Islam and the 

importance of enlightenment ideals, which are reflected in their teachings and philosophies 

(Kizi SSS, 2025)(ABDIRASHIDOV Z)(Kushakova G, 2019)(Laruelle M, 2017). The 

visual mapping of madrasa establishments further highlights their impact on regional 

education . 

B. Importance of education in the Jadid movement 

The Jadid movement, characterized by its reformist ideology in early 20th century 

Central Asia, significantly emphasized the importance of education as a means for social 

and cultural advancement. This revitalization sought to cultivate a new generation imbued 

with both Islamic values and modern knowledge, thereby addressing the socio-political 

challenges of the time. The Jadids advocated for the establishment of modern educational 

institutions that would not only teach religious principles but also incorporate 
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contemporary subjects like science and languages. As articulated in their educational 

literature, the movement aimed to foster a national consciousness and civic responsibility 

among youth. A notable statement reflects this ambition: The Jadidlar movement included 

not only educational or cultural-educational activities, but also the development of social, 

political and legal culture, and the formation of national self-consciousness "The Jadidlar 

movement included not only educational or cultural-educational activities, but also the 

development of social, political and legal culture, and the formation of national self-

consciousness." (Shavkat Mirziyoyev). Moreover, the creation of institutions such as 

madrasas, highlighted in , illustrates the pivotal role education played in the Jadid 

movement, serving as a foundation for modern nation-building. 

C. Purpose and scope of the article 

The primary purpose of this article is to explore the pedagogical views of the 

Khorezm Jadids and their significant influence on youth education, particularly within the 

context of Central Asian Islamic studies. By analyzing the methods and philosophies 

adopted by these reformist educators, the essay seeks to illuminate the broader implications 

of their approaches for contemporary educational practices in the region. The scope 

encompasses an examination of curriculum design, the integration of traditional knowledge 

with modern educational methods, and the socio-cultural factors that informed these 

pedagogical shifts. Including visual data, such as the curriculum overview presented in , 

will enhance the discussion by illustrating the subjects and educational frameworks 

employed by the Jadids, thereby providing a concrete foundation for understanding their 

contributions. Ultimately, this exploration aims to highlight the enduring legacy of the 

Khorezm Jadids in shaping educational paradigms in youth education. 

II. Historical Background of the Khorezm Jadids 

The historical background of the Khorezm Jadids reveals a significant movement 

advocating educational reform in early 20th-century Central Asia. Responding to the 

socio-political challenges of the time, Jadids sought to modernize the Islamic educational 

system, introducing new curricula that emphasized both religious and secular subjects, as 

indicated in the educational frameworks represented in . They believed that a balanced 

education was essential for empowering the youth, facilitating their engagement with 

contemporary societal issues. The Jadids emerged during a period marked by cultural 

revival and national consciousness, often at odds with traditional pedagogical norms. Their 

efforts laid the groundwork for future educational reforms in the region, as they 

emphasized the importance of critical thinking and modern knowledge alongside Islamic 

teachings. This transformation was crucial, as it sought to equip the youth with the 

necessary skills to navigate a rapidly changing world, thereby influencing the trajectory of 

education in the broader context of Central Asias socio-political evolution. 

A. Emergence of the Jadid movement in Central Asia 

The emergence of the Jadid movement in Central Asia during the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries marked a pivotal shift in educational paradigms within the region. This 

reformist movement was propelled by a sincere desire to modernize Islamic education, 
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seeking to harmonize contemporary knowledge with traditional values. Influential Jadid 

thinkers advocated for educational reforms that emphasized science, critical thinking, and 

cultural revival while simultaneously addressing socio-political issues within the 

communities. Their efforts culminated in the establishment of new schools and educational 

frameworks, which aimed to cultivate a progressive mindset among the youth, as 

evidenced by the diverse subjects taught. Such educational innovations laid the 

groundwork for a renewed cultural identity and national consciousness (). The significance 

of these developments is further underscored in broader discussions of regional dynamics, 

asserting that Jadidism was integral to shaping the educational landscape of Central Asia 

((Abdirashidov Z), (Kizi SSS, 2025), (Qandov B et al., 2020), (Laruelle M, 2017)). 

B. Key figures and their contributions to education 

The Khorezm Jadids were key figures in revolutionizing educational paradigms in 

Central Asia during the early 20th century, specifically advocating for a progressive and 

inclusive approach to youth education. Prominent educators like Abdurauf Fitrat and 

Munavvar Qori stressed the importance of modern secular subjects alongside traditional 

religious teachings, fostering a holistic understanding of knowledge. Their pedagogical 

innovations aimed to develop critical thinking skills among students, ultimately shaping a 

new national identity. As noted, The Jadidlar movement included not only educational or 

cultural-educational activities, but also the development of social, political and legal 

culture, and the formation of national self-consciousness "The Jadidlar movement included 

not only educational or cultural-educational activities, but also the development of social, 

political and legal culture, and the formation of national self-consciousness." (Shavkat 

Mirziyoyev). This multifaceted approach not only enriched the educational landscape but 

also cultivated a generation equipped to navigate the complexities of their sociopolitical 

environment, as depicted in , which shows the spread of madrasas throughout Kazakhstan. 

name yearsActive mainContribution notableWork 

Avaz Otar 1884-1919 Established new-

method schools 

Textbook 

'Adabiyot 

Darslari' 

Khudaybergan 

Devonov 

1879-1940 Promoted secular 

education 

Journal 

'Khorezm' 

Bobookhun 

Salimov 

1874-1929 Reformed 

madrasah 

curriculum 

Textbook 

'Maktab 

Gulshani' 

Matniaz 

Yusupov 

1880-1934 Advocated for 

women's education 

Essay 'Ilm va 

Ma'rifat' 

Key Khorezm Jadid Figures and Their Educational Contributions 

C. Socio-political influences on the Jadid educational reforms 

The Jadid educational reforms in Central Asia were profoundly shaped by socio-

political dynamics, primarily influenced by the waning authority of traditional Islamic 

structures and the rise of nationalist sentiments amidst the backdrop of colonialism. As the 

Khorezm Jadids sought to modernize education, they balanced Islamic principles with 
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contemporary pedagogical practices, aiming to cultivate a new generation capable of both 

religious and secular knowledge. This intellectual resurgence was fundamentally linked to 

national identity, as the Jadids navigated a complex landscape marked by external 

pressures from Russian imperial policies and internal calls for reform within Muslim 

communities (Laruelle et al., 2021). The interplay of historical narratives and symbolic 

politics, as examined in Marlene Laruelles studies, sheds light on how these educational 

changes were not merely curricular adjustments but rather a reflection of broader societal 

transformations (Laruelle et al., 2021)(Laruelle et al.). Ultimately, these reforms aimed to 

reconcile tradition and modernity, fostering an educated, self-aware populace (Bleuer et 

al., 2018). The dynamic of these influences can also be visually contextualized by 

referencing the distribution of madrasas in Kazakhstan, illustrating the geographic reach of 

these educational endeavors . 

Factor Impact Year Significance 

Russian 

colonial 

influence 

Increased 

exposure to 

Western 

education 

models 

1865 High 

Ottoman 

educational 

reforms 

Inspiration 

for 

modernizing 

Islamic 

education 

1880s Medium 

Pan-Turkic 

movement 

Emphasis 

on Turkic 

language 

and cultural 

identity 

1890s High 

Decline of 

traditional 

madrasas 

Need for 

educational 

reform 

recognized 

1900s High 

1905 

Russian 

Revolution 

Increased 

political 

awareness 

and reform 

demands 

1905 Medium 

Socio-political Factors Influencing Jadid Educational Reforms 

III. Pedagogical Principles of the Khorezm Jadids 

The pedagogical principles of the Khorezm Jadids exemplify a transformative 

vision for education, particularly in how these thinkers positioned Islamic learning within 

modern contexts. They sought to reconcile traditional Islamic teachings with contemporary 

educational needs, emphasizing rational thought and experiential learning as foundational 

components of youth education. This dual approach aimed to foster critical thinking and 

ethical awareness among students, preparing them for active engagement in civic life. By 
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introducing modern subjects alongside religious studies, the Jadids cultivated a holistic 

educational framework that addressed both spiritual and practical needs of society. Their 

efforts reflected broader aims of national identity formation and social modernization in 

Central Asia, as depicted in educational materials like those listed under the normative 

legal acts approved by the Spiritual Administration of Muslims of Kazakhstan . 

Consequently, the pedagogical frameworks of the Khorezm Jadids remain a pivotal 

reference point for contemporary discussions on educational reform within the region. 

A. Emphasis on modern educational methods and curricula 

In examining the emphasis on modern educational methods and curricula, it 

becomes clear that the Khorezm Jadids’ pedagogical views played a transformative role in 

youth education. They sought to revitalize education by integrating contemporary teaching 

practices and curricula that fostered critical thinking and civic engagement. As articulated 

in the observation, The Jadidlar movement included not only educational or cultural-

educational activities, but also the development of social, political and legal culture "The 

Jadidlar movement included not only educational or cultural-educational activities, but also 

the development of social, political and legal culture, and the creation of educational 

literature for parents and children, and scientific research of didactic views of the Jadids." 

(Shavkat Mirziyoyev). This holistic approach reflects their understanding of a broader 

educational mandate, encompassing not just academic knowledge but also moral and social 

development. Moreover, the Jadids aimed to cultivate a sense of national identity while 

embracing cultural diversity, aligning with present-day educational frameworks that 

advocate for inclusivity and secularism. Consequently, the Jadid movement remains a 

pivotal reference point in discussions about the evolution of educational practices in 

Central Asia and their ongoing relevance in shaping modern curricula (Laruelle et al., 

2021)(Laruelle et al., 2021)(Laruelle et al.)(Tomek et al., 2024). 

 
This bar chart represents the emphasis placed on various aspects of modern 

educational methods and curricula by the Khorezm Jadids. Each bar indicates the relative 

importance of factors such as the integration of contemporary teaching practices, 
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development of civic engagement, promotion of national identity, and emphasis on 

inclusivity and secularism. The highest emphasis is on the integration of contemporary 

teaching practices, followed by civic engagement, national identity, and inclusivity. 

B. Integration of secular and religious education 

The Khorezm Jadids advocated for a harmonized approach to education that fused 

both secular and religious paradigms, recognizing the imperative need for a well-rounded 

intellectual formation of youth. This pedagogical philosophy aimed to cultivate not just 

religious scholars, but informed citizens equipped to navigate the complexities of modern 

society. As one expert asserts, The Jadidlar movement included not only educational or 

cultural-educational activities but also the development of social, political and legal 

culture, and the formation of national self-consciousness "The Jadidlar movement included 

not only educational or cultural-educational activities, but also the development of social, 

political and legal culture, and the formation of national self-consciousness." (Sherzod 

Salimov). By incorporating secular subjects alongside traditional Islamic studies, such as 

those outlined in the educational materials indicated in , the Jadids sought to prepare 

students for active participation in both their faith and the broader socio-political 

landscape. This integrative method underscored the essential role of education in fostering 

a balanced worldview essential for youth in an evolving society, thus playing a crucial role 

in the Khorezm Jadids vision for progressive education. 

C. Focus on critical thinking and intellectual development 

In examining the pedagogical views of the Khorezm Jadids, a pronounced emphasis 

on critical thinking emerges as essential for fostering intellectual development among 

youth. The Jadids believed that education should extend beyond rote memorization to 

cultivate analytical skills and independent thought, positioning critical thinking as 

fundamental to understanding complex societal issues. This approach aligns with the 

notion that critical thinking serves as the foundation upon which various educational goals 

cluster. As articulated, Critical thinking is not an isolated goal unrelated to other important 

goals in education. Rather, it is a seminal goal which, done well, simultaneously facilitates 

a rainbow of other ends "Critical thinking is not an isolated goal unrelated to other 

important goals in education. Rather, it is a seminal goal which, done well, simultaneously 

facilitates a rainbow of other ends. It is best conceived, therefore, as the hub around which 

all other educational ends cluster. For example, as students learn to think more critically, 

they become more proficient at historical, scientific, and mathematical thinking. They 

develop skills, abilities, and values crucial to success in everyday life." (Linda Elder). This 

educational philosophy is further demonstrated in contemporary Islamic educational 

institutions in Kazakhstan, where curriculums emphasize holistic learning and critical 

exploration of religious texts, exemplified in diagrams illustrating Islamic studies subjects 

and their underlying methodologies . Such strategies not only align with the Jadids vision 

but also promote a generation capable of navigating the complexities of modern life. 

IV. Impact of Jadid Educational Views on Youth 
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The Jadid educational movement profoundly shaped the intellectual landscape for 

youth in Central Asia, particularly through its progressive pedagogical views that 

emphasized the importance of modern education. By promoting a curriculum that merged 

religious studies with secular subjects such as science and mathematics, the Jadids aimed 

to cultivate a new generation that could navigate the complexities of a rapidly changing 

world. This holistic approach to education fostered critical thinking, creativity, and a sense 

of social responsibility among young learners, empowering them to challenge traditional 

norms and engage with contemporary societal issues. Furthermore, the establishment of 

madrasas that incorporated these progressive views served as vital hubs for cultivating a 

sense of national identity and cultural pride, which resonated with the youths aspirations. 

This impact can be visually represented in , which highlights the distribution of madrasas 

that embody these transformative educational philosophies. 

Year Number 

of New 

Method 

Schools 

Student 

Enrollment 

Literacy 

Rate (%) 

Subjects 

Taught 

1900 5 150 10 Reading, 

Writing, 

Arithmetic 

1910 15 450 18 Reading, 

Writing, 

Arithmetic, 

History, 

Geography 

1920 30 900 25 Reading, 

Writing, 

Arithmetic, 

History, 

Geography, 

Sciences 

1930 50 1500 35 Reading, 

Writing, 

Arithmetic, 

History, 

Geography, 

Sciences, 

Foreign 

Languages 

Impact of Jadid Educational Views on Youth in Khorezm 

A. Transformation of youth identity and cultural awareness 

The transformation of youth identity and cultural awareness within the Khorezm 

region is profoundly influenced by the pedagogical views of the Jadids, who sought to 

blend traditional Islamic education with modern methodologies. By emphasizing the 

importance of creating a culturally aware and self-identified youth, the Jadids advocated 

for a curriculum that not only included religious studies but also integrated subjects 
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relevant to contemporary societal needs. This holistic approach not only nurtured a sense 

of national identity but also fostered critical thinking among students, enabling them to 

navigate the complexities of their cultural heritage and the modern world. The increasing 

number of educational institutions, as demonstrated in the distribution of madrasas 

throughout Kazakhstan , illustrates the Jadids commitment to reshaping education as a 

means of empowering youth. In doing so, they established a foundation for the youth to 

engage with their cultural context while embracing modernity, ultimately influencing 

socio-political dynamics in the region (Laruelle et al., 2021)(Laruelle et al., 2021)(Laruelle 

et al.)(Holt et al., 2013). 

B. Role of education in social mobility and empowerment 

Education serves as a fundamental catalyst for social mobility and empowerment, 

enabling individuals to transcend socioeconomic barriers and pursue opportunities that 

would otherwise remain inaccessible. The Khorezm Jadids emphasized education not 

merely as a vehicle for acquiring knowledge but as a transformative force that reshapes 

society. Their pedagogical views articulated that education is a powerful driver of social 

mobility, thereby framing it as essential for equipping youth with the skills necessary to 

secure better employment and foster critical thinking "Education is a powerful driver of 

social mobility, enabling individuals to acquire the knowledge, skills, and credentials 

necessary to access higher-paying jobs and improve their socioeconomic status. However, 

the extent to which education promotes social mobility varies across societies and depends 

on factors such as the quality and accessibility of educational institutions, as well as 

broader economic and social structures." (Samuel R. Lucas). This perspective is evident in 

the curricular reforms and educational practices promoted by the Jadids, which focused on 

inclusivity and accessibility. By advocating for a modern approach to learning, they sought 

to empower young people to challenge societal constraints and participate actively in their 

communities. Such initiatives laid the groundwork for a more equitable society, 

highlighting educations pivotal role in driving both personal and collective advancement. 

[insert_image_placeholder]. 
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This pie chart represents the distribution of focus areas concerning the role of 

education in social mobility and empowerment. The values illustrate the relative emphasis 

on empowerment, social mobility, inclusivity, and curricular reforms by the Khorezm 

Jadids as transformative educational strategies. 

C. Influence on contemporary educational practices in the region 

The pedagogical views of the Khorezm Jadids have left an indelible mark on 

contemporary educational practices in Central Asia, particularly influencing curricular 

reforms and teaching methodologies. Their emphasis on modernization and critical 

thinking, as outlined in their educational models, resonates with current initiatives aimed at 

fostering a more progressive, inquiry-based learning environment. By prioritizing secular 

education and promoting the use of native languages in instruction, the Jadids laid the 

groundwork for contemporary educators who strive to balance cultural heritage with global 

pedagogical standards. This legacy is especially evident in the regions increasing adoption 

of multidisciplinary approaches, as highlighted in the work of Marlene Laruelle, who 

emphasizes the importance of diverse narratives in educational settings (Laruelle et al., 

2021). Furthermore, the commitment to education as a tool for nation-building reflects the 

Jadids’ ideals, driving efforts to align practices with contemporary socio-political realities 

(Laruelle et al., 2021)(Laruelle et al.)(Holt et al., 2013). 

 
This bar chart illustrates the influence of the Khorezm Jadids' pedagogical views on 

contemporary educational practices. The chart shows the relative emphasis placed on four 

key aspects: modernization and critical thinking, secular education and native language 

use, multidisciplinary approaches, and education as a tool for nation-building. The values 

indicate the varying levels of emphasis for each aspect. 

V. Conclusion 

In conclusion, the pedagogical views of the Khorezm Jadids play a transformative 

role in shaping modern youth education within Central Asia. Their emphasis on a 

curriculum that blends traditional Islamic teachings with contemporary subjects reflects a 

nuanced understanding of education as pivotal for societal advancement. The integration of 
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disciplines such as Islamic studies and modern sciences illustrates a commitment to 

fostering a holistic educational framework that prepares students for both local and global 

challenges. This dual approach not only promotes critical thinking but also encourages 

cultural identity among students, vital in a rapidly globalizing world. As depicted in the 

diagram illustrating the curriculum offered at madrasa colleges, which highlights subjects 

like Arabic language, Quran studies, and optional lessons in Islamic rituals , the Jadid 

movement underscores the importance of adaptive education in preserving cultural 

heritage while embracing change. Their legacy endures as a blueprint for future 

educational reforms in the region. 

A. Summary of the key points discussed 

In summarizing the key points discussed, the pedagogical views of the Khorezm 

Jadids illustrate a confluence of traditional Islamic education and modern educational 

reforms aimed at youth empowerment. The Jadids emphasized not only religious studies 

but also the integration of practical knowledge relevant to the socio-economic needs of the 

time, promoting a holistic approach to education. Their curriculum innovations, as 

depicted in the educational frameworks in madrasa-colleges, reflect a comprehensive focus 

on subjects like Islamic history and Kazakh traditions alongside critical thinking and civic 

responsibility . Additionally, the geographical spread of madrasas in Kazakhstan, as 

highlighted in maps demonstrating their establishment, underscores the Jadids commitment 

to expanding educational accessibility . This commitment lays foundational groundwork 

for a more enlightened society, addressing contemporary challenges while preserving 

cultural identity, thereby reaffirming the Jadids pivotal role in the evolution of educational 

paradigms in Central Asia (Laruelle et al., 2021)(Laruelle et al., 2021)(Laruelle et al.)(Holt 

et al., 2013). 

 
Image1. Distribution of Madrasas in Kazakhstan (2007-2012) 

B. Reflection on the lasting legacy of the Khorezm Jadids 

The lasting legacy of the Khorezm Jadids is evident in their profound contributions 

to educational reforms, which continue to influence youth education today. By advocating 
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for modern pedagogical approaches, the Jadids sought to instill a sense of national 

consciousness and moral integrity among the younger generations of Central Asia, 

promoting the development of an enlightened citizenry. Their emphasis on a curriculum 

that integrated both traditional Islamic teachings and contemporary knowledge spheres 

exemplifies the blended educational philosophy they championed. The significance of this 

educational reform is underscored by contemporary analyses that reveal the Jadids 

enduring impact on contemporary youth development frameworks in New Uzbekistan, as 

highlighted in the works of scholars examining their educational legacy (Kizi S, 2025). 

Moreover, their ethical teachings, rooted in universal values, resonate with current efforts 

to shape socially responsible individuals, as discussed in the pedagogical discourses 

surrounding their influence (A Nazarova, 2024).  effectively illustrates the structural 

approaches employed by the Jadids, providing insight into their innovative educational 

methodologies. 
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