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The  current  stage  of  computerization  of  education  presupposes  the  use  of  a 

computer as a means of teaching, not one-time, but constantly, from the first to the last 

lesson  in any type of education.  The  main problem  in  this case is contained  in  the 

technology of creating a computer course, which the student has to master. Either a 

complete  reorganization  and  orientation  towards  the  creation  of  new  computerized 

courses, or the implementation of a methodology with partial computer support of the 

course, is acceptable. 

Computerization of education has a significant impact on all components of the 

modern educational system and, in particular, on the subject "Foreign language": its goals, 

objectives, content, methods, technology.  

Teaching a foreign language using a computer has a number of advantages:  

1. Students' interest in computers leads to high motivation of the learning process;  

2. Pupils willingly conduct a dialogue with a computer, their general, computer  

and language culture is growing;  

3. Individualization of training;  

4. Ability to provide direct feedback;  

5. The computer does not express negative emotions when repeating mistakes:  

6. Objectivity of the assessment;  

7. Effective performance of exercises and trainings is ensured. 

A striking example of the use of computer technology in recent years became the 

possibility of learning on a  distance  basis.  Distance  learning  is  an  autonomous  form  

of  education,  and information technology in distance learning is the main tool. Today's 

distance learning is  based  on  the  use  of  the  following  essential  elements:  media  of  

information transmission (mail, television, radio, information communication networks), 

methods that depend on the technical environment for the exchange of information. 

Distance learning  is  the  interaction  of  a  teacher  and  students  with  each  other  at  a  

distance, reflecting  all  components  characteristic  of  the  educational  process  (goals,  

content, methods, organizational forms, teaching aids) and implemented by specific means 

of Internet technologies or other means that imply interactivity.  

 The specificity of the discipline “Foreign language” is that the main component of 

the content of teaching a foreign language is not the foundations of the sciences, but 

methods of activity  -  teaching  various types of speech activity: speaking,  listening, 

reading, writing. You can learn speech activity only in live communication, and for this 

you need a partner. A computer program, a compact disc, no matter how interactive they 

are, can only provide communication with the machine. The only exception is 
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telecommunications, when a student enters into a live dialogue (written or oral) with a real 

partner - a native speaker.  

It follows from this that in computer technologies the teacher is not the only carrier 

and owner of information, he is left with the author's approach to its interpretation. The 

focus of the goals is shifted towards the development of students' skills to work with 

information,  the  development  of  research  skills.  With  traditional  teaching,  the 

communicative aspect of teaching a foreign language is carried out more effectively, which 

is why it is necessary to combine teaching a foreign language using a computer and 

traditional teaching.  

  Computer  programs  should  be  used  as  an  important  but  complementary 

component  of  the  curriculum,  along  with  traditional  materials  and  methods.  When 

working with a computer, you  inevitably  have to change the entire structure of the lesson  

and,  in  general,  its  competence.  It  is  necessary  to  specifically  establish  the 

appropriate  role  and  place  of  the  computer  in  the  educational  process,  clarify  and 

determine the basic concepts, introduce methodological and technical aspects.  

 As  practice  shows,  the  computer  has  not  yet  become  a  full-fledged  means  of 

teaching at school. In particular, in order to achieve a positive effect from the use of 

information technologies, certain conditions must be met:  

- temporary. Each subject of the school curriculum has its own organizational, 

methodological  and  substantive  features,  in  accordance  with  which  the  moment  of 

"inclusion" of information technologies in it should be chosen;  

-  technical.  The  technical  characteristics  of  personal  computers  are  different. 

Depending on the range of tasks that are supposed to be solved, it is necessary to select a 

computer and additional devices (such as a scanner, printer, modem, headphones, 

microphone, etc.). The scope of tasks determines the subject in the study of which the 

computer is used; 

-  organizational.  When  information  technology  is  included  in  the  process  of 

studying a subject, the question of setting up software and setting up equipment arises. Not 

every teacher has the skills necessary for the complex maintenance of computer equipment 

or for the independent development of educational tools. Therefore, it is obvious that the 

teacher needs a qualified  assistant (for example, in the person of a laboratory assistant or a 

computer science teacher).  

If  these  conditions  are  met,  according  to  experts,  modern  information 

technologies can serve as an effective didactic tool. The problems of using computer tools 

in the learning process are largely related to the readiness of a modern teacher to perceive a 

personal computer as a didactic tool. 

  


