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Abstract: This paper explores the importance of developing students' pragmatic
competence through the use of newspaper articles in English language teaching.
Pragmatic competence refers to the ability to use language appropriately in various social
and cultural contexts. Misunderstandings in communication often arise due to cultural
differences, and teaching pragmatics helps students navigate such challenges
effectively. Newspaper articles provide authentic, diverse, and real -life language
examples, making them valuable tools for enhancing students' awareness of context-
appropriate language use. By analyzing the language used in different situations
within news texts, students can better understand speech acts, politeness strategies,
and cultural norms, ultimately improving thei r intercultural communication skills.
Keywords: pragmatic skills, authentic materials , student, modern technologies,
professional activity, parents, personality, initiative.

PA3BUTHUE MPATMATHUYECKOW KOMIIETEHIIMA CTYJIEHTOB C
MOMOIIIBIO T'ABETHBIX CTATEM

AnHoTanusa: JlanHas pa0GoTa TMOCBSIIEHAa BAXXHOCTU PAa3BUTHUSI TparMaTHYECKON
KOMIIETEHIIUU CTYACHTOB MOCPEJICTBOM HCIIOIb30BAaHUSI Ta3eTHBIX cTaTeil B 0Oy4eHUU
aHTIIMHACKOMY  s13bIKy.  [IparmMatuyeckas  KOMIETEHIMSI —  3TO CIIOCOOHOCTH
MCIIOJIb30BaTh S3bIK YMECTHO B PAa3JIMYHBIX COLMAIBHBIX W KYyJIbTYPHBIX KOHTEKCTAaX.
Henopasymenuss B 0OIIEHWHM 4YacTO BO3HUKAIOT W3-3a KYJIbTYPHBIX DA3IHuUid, U
oOydeHue MparMaThKe IMOMOraeT ydamuMmcs S(Q(QEKTUBHO CHPABIATBCS C  TaKUMH
TpyAHOCTAMH. [a3eTHBIE CTaThbU MPEJCTABISIOT COOOM ayTeHTHYHBIE, pPa3HOOOpa3HbIC
U OCHOBaHHBIE HAa pEAIbHBIX COO BITUSX TPUMEPHI SA3bIKA, YTO JEJIaeT UX HEHHBIM
WHCTPYMEHTOM ISl TIOBBIIICHUS OCBEIOMJIEHHOCTH CTYACHTOB 00  yMECTHOCTH
SA3BIKOBBIX (OpPM B KOHTEKCTE. AHATU3UPYS S3bIK, UCIOJIb3YEMbIH B Pa3IHUYHBIX
CUTyallMsIX, Y4YalIUEeCs JIyylle IMOHMMAKT PEYEBBIC AKTHI, CTPATETHH BEKIUBOCTU U
KYJbTYpHBIE HOPMBI, 4TO CIIOCOOCTBYET YIYUIIEHUIO HUX MEXKKYJIbTYpHOU
KOMMYHUKAaTUBHON KOMIIETECHIIUY.

KarwueBbie ciaoBa: mnparmMaThyeckas KOMIIETCHIMS, MEXKKYJIbTypHAs KOMMYHHKALIUS,
oOydeHHEe AaHTJIMICKOMY SI3bIKY, Ta3€THbIE CTaThbH, ayTEHTUYHbIC MaTepPHAaJIbl, I3bIKOBAs
OCBEJIOMJIEHHOCTb, PEUYEBBIE AKThI, KYJIbTYPHBIE DPa3JIM4Msi, YMECTHOE HCIOJIb30BAHUE
A3bIKa, MparMaTuka B 00pa3oBaHUU
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Pragmatic competence is the ability to communicate in a foreign language by

focusing on meaning. It refers to the appropriate use of language, where both
implicit and explicit meanings play a central role. Pragmatic competence involves
understanding speech acts and speech functions, as well as using language
appropriately.

Broadly speaking, learning a new language involves more than memorizing
vocabulary — it requires being skilled in communication and grammatical structures.
While knowledge of grammar and vocabulary is necessary for successful language
learning, it is not sufficient for effective and meaningful communication. To be able to use
a foreign or second language effectively, learners must not only acquire the language but
also develop the ability to communicate efficiently. The positive side is that English
learners need to improve their communicative competence in all aspects. In order to
communicate effectively with others, language learners must be able to use the
language appropriately in cont ext; otherwise, they may encounter misunderstandings,
awkward situations, or other communication problems. American methodologists
emphasize the importance of teaching English as a foreign language and suggest building
the learning process using authentic materials, such as audio recordings of native
speakers’ spoken language, video recordings of real -life communication situations
categorized by topics (e.g., “At the Airport,” “In a Café,” “Walking Around the City,”
“Visiting a Museum,” “Birthday Party,” etc.), excerpts from feature and documentary
films, transcripts of popular talk shows on American television, and reading of authentic
texts and newspaper articles. Naturally, all of these educational materials should have a
pragmatic orientation.

By listening to audio and watching videos, as well as reading newspapers,
magazines, and literary texts, students acquire sociopragmatic and pragmalinguistic
knowledge. However, according to scholars, such materials should not be introduced to
students right away. First, students need to become familiar with the psychological,
national-cultural, and other characteristics of the American people, which requires some
degree of theoretical preparation based on independent study.

In the first lesson, the teacher can ask students to find and evaluate information
about the specifics of the American mentality, their communicative behavior
strategies, and ways of expressing opinions (in books, magazines, newspapers, and various
websites). Anything that students find interesting or unusual can be written up as a report
or presentation and shared with the class. This kind of preliminary work can be done
individually or in groups of 3-5 students.

After becoming familiar with some characteristics of Americans as a nation,
students should be engaged in linguopragmatic activities based on the study,
interpretation, and analysis of speech acts, situations, and language units used in authentic
texts or real-life scenarios. One of the tasks recommended by the teacher might be: “Read
the dialogue and find the pragmatic mistakes.” Here's an example of such a dialogue:

A:Good morning, Aunt Elizabeth!
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B:Good morning, John!

A: How are you?

B: Well, not so good. I’ve been having back pain lately... You know my salary is
quite low, and we barely make ends meet at the end of the month.

A: Oh, that’s good. I think it’s all the government's fault; the other party would do a
much better job...

B: Hmm, maybe. Oh, here comes my bus. | have to go. Goodbye.

A:Hello.

Students who have a good understanding of American communication principles
may identify the following common mistakes in the situation:

1. The answer to “How are you?” is translated literally, similar to the
Russian response style. However, in American communication, this phrase often
simply functions as a greeting and does not require a detailed or negative response.

2. In American communication, topics like finance, heal th, and politics are
considered taboo if the speech act involves individuals who are not close relatives or
friends. Bringing up such topics can make the speaker appear rude or impolite.

3. At the end of the conversation, one of the speakers says “Hello,” which,
in Russian culture, can also mean “Goodbye,” but in English, “Hello” is used only for
greetings.

4. Americans never refer to someone as “Aunt” or “Uncle” unless that person is an
actual family member. Referring to a non-relative that way is culturally
inappropriate.

Why do we need to study pragmatics?

It is essential to be familiar with different cultures and pragmatics to prevent
misunderstandings that may arise due to cultural differences. Studying pragmatics
emphasizes the appropriateness of speech in intercultural communication. Through
learning pragmatics, English speakers can improve their intercultural communication
competence.

The benefit of learning a language through pragmatics is that people can better
express and interpret the meaning behind others” words. However, a significant
challenge is that analyzing different cultures’ concepts objectively can be difficult. The
goal of developing pragmatic skills is not only to teach learners how to use linguistic tools
correctly from the perspective of language norms but also to ensure that these tools align
with the speaker’s communicative intent. Based on all of this, this course paper concludes
by highlighting some valuable facts about the benefits of pragmatic skills in our daily lives
and exploring methods for developing these skills in students through reading newspaper
articles.From this perspective, pragmatics is a broad term that encompasses the key
elements of communication — from the simplest to the most complex — including
linguistic, sociocultural, and linguocultural features of speech interaction.

Therefore, in recent vyears, both foreign language teachers and language
learners themselves have come to recognize the important role of pragmatics and
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pragmatic competence in language learning. Developing and later improving

pragmatic skills leads to the correct use of language in intercultural and
international communicaton So why can pragmatic competence be developed through
newspaper articles? Because newspaper articles contain a variety of texts and real-life
. stories that are not limited to one specific academic field. They present different situations,
n which help the reader understand how certain words or expressions are appropriately
used in particular contexts or conversations.

Eﬁﬂ“ [
- |

O?, Reading newspapers increases one’s knowledge and makes it easier to engage in
) conversations with others who frequently discus s current events and politics. As a result,
g reading newspaper articles helps expand a student’s understanding and improves their
D pragmatic awareness.
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