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l. Introduction

The integration of upbringing and moral values stands as a fundamental pillar for
fostering ethical behavior and social cohesion. This intersection is particularly salient in an
increasingly diverse societal landscape, where complex cultural dynamics shape individual
and collective values. Upbringing, often deeply rooted in family and community traditions,
provides the early framework within which moral values are cultivated. Concurrently,
educational institutions play a crucial role in reinforcing these values, as evidenced in
various studies indicating that effective moral education can mitigate unethical behaviors in
students ((Tawiah D et al., 2025)). Interestingly, the societal expectations and norms, as
highlighted in the bar chart from the Pew Research Center, illustrate that traits such as
responsibility and hard work rank highly among parental priorities, indicating a shared
understanding of essential moral values crucial for childrens development (). Through
systematic integration of these elements, society can nurture individuals who not only excel
academically but also contribute positively to a morally sound community.

A. Definition of upbringing and moral values and their significance in personal
development

Upbringing refers to the holistic process through which individuals acquire
knowledge, values, and social norms within their familial and cultural contexts,
significantly shaping their moral framework. Moral values, which serve as guiding
principles for behavior and decision-making, are crucial in this developmental journey.
These values not only influence personal conduct but also foster the capacity for empathy
and social responsibility. For instance, studies have shown that educational environments
emphasizing character development nurture positive moral growth among students,
indicating a vital interplay between upbringing and moral education in shaping societal
citizens (Tawiah D et al., 2025). Furthermore, understanding these dynamics allows for
better integration of diverse cultural perspectives into moral education, catering to varied
student backgrounds and experiences (Nesse et al., 2025). This integration is essential for
fostering inclusive communities that uphold shared values while respecting individual
identities, ultimately enhancing both personal development and social cohesion, as
illustrated by the emphasis parents place on instilling key virtues in their children .

Il.  The Role of Family in Shaping Moral Values

The significance of family in shaping moral values lies in its capacity to cultivate
behaviors and attitudes that align with societal expectations and ethical standards. Family
units serve as the initial social contexts where children learn empathy, responsibility, and
respect, fundamental components of moral instruction. Research indicates that Parents who
model empathy are far more likely to see moral behavior in their children than parents who
habitually resort to harsh physical punishment, scolding and criticizing "Parents who model
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empathy are far more likely to see moral behavior in their children than parents who

habitually resort to harsh physical punishment, scolding and criticizing." (Gina Stepp). In
this way, a nurturing family environment contrasts sharply with punitive methods,
underscoring the vital role of parental modeling in the development of moral character.
Furthermore, practices within families, such as heated discussions around moral dilemmas,
reinforce these values and prepare children for broader social interactions. The integration
of moral education in family life not only enhances personal development but also fosters
societal cohesion, exemplified in diverse cultural contexts .

A Influence of parental guidance and family dynamics on ethical behavior

Family dynamics play a crucial role in shaping the ethical behavior of individuals,
serving as the foundational context within which moral values are cultivated. Parental
guidance, including the instillation of values such as responsibility and hard work, directly
influences childrens decision-making processes and ethical outlook. According to a Pew
Research study reflected in a bar chart, 94% of parents prioritize teaching values like Being
responsible, demonstrating a collective societal emphasis on instilling ethical frameworks
in children (). Moreover, the interplay between socioeconomic status and parental values
significantly impacts childrens intrinsic motivations and their educational aspirations, as
highlighted by research on adolescent education expectations ((Hena et al., 2025)). This
environment of support and expectation can either enhance or hinder ethical development,
underscoring the importance of cohesive family dynamics in fostering a strong moral
compass ((Williams et al., 2025),(Blausey et al., 2025)). Ultimately, understanding these
relationships aids in addressing gaps in ethical behavior across diverse contexts.

Parents See Responsibility, Hard Work
as M nt to Teach Children

ach is “especially important to

® Mostimportant ® NET Important

Being responsible 94

Heiping otners [ 86
e -
Independence [[EEA 79
Creativity Ela} 72
Empathy 67
Persistence 67
Tolerance [ 82
Obedience 82

Religious faith 31 56

curiosity [ 52

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Imagel. Survey Results on Parental Values in Child Education

Study Key Findings (Source |URL

The effect of [Children with [PubMed |https://pubmed.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/23160761/
parental poor  parent-

involvement |child

on communication

problematic |had 6.2 times

social higher odds of

79



THE LATEST NEWS AND RESEARCH IN EDUCATION.
International online conference.

Date: 11™February-2025

behaviors exhibiting
among problematic
school-age  [social behavior

: children in fin  Kentucky;
3 . Kentucky 4.8 times
i higher  odds

%ﬂ nationally.
Prospective |Mothers' PubMed ttps://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9813771/
Associations |authoritarian  |Central
between parenting  at
Mothers’ age 14

and Fathers’ |negatively
Parenting predicted
Styles and [adolescents'
Adolescents’ |prosocial

onferences

Moral moral values at

\VValues age 18,
especially in
boys.

A
J

Trajectories |Adolescents PubMed https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3552389/
of  Family |perceiving less |Central
Management |parental

Practices warmth

and  Early lengaged in
Adolescent  |more antisocial
Behavioral |behavior and
Outcomes  [substance use;

al (

10N

Open Access | Scientific Online | Conference Proceedings

~+~ boys from
CU single-parent
g families
;_| perceived less
CD parental
warmth  over
~ time.
g The Children of |PubMed ttps://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10133425/
o association  [permissive Central
e between parents are
%i parenting  |more likely to
0% styles, rebel, act
<. |maternal impulsively,
27 lelf- and  display
ﬂf efficacy, and jaggressive
<5 lsocial and |behavior.
emotional
adjustment
among Arab
preschool
children
Influence of |Maternal PubMed ttps://pubmed.nchi.nim.nih.gov/30881327/

80



THE LATEST NEWS AND RESEARCH IN EDUCATION.
International online conference.

Date: 11™February-2025

Maternal sensitive
and Paternal [parenting
o i Parenting styles and

Style  and fattentional

Behavior problems were
' Problems on [significant

n Academic  |predictors  of

Outcomes in |academic

Primary outcomes.

School

Influence of Parental Guidance and Family Dynamics on Ethical Behavior

I11. Educational Institutions and Moral Development

Educational institutions play a pivotal role in shaping moral development among
students, fostering both individual character and societal values. As environments where
diverse cultural and ethical perspectives converge, schools offer unique opportunities to
cultivate virtues and instill a sense of social responsibility. This is particularly evident in
programs aimed at integrating religious and moral education (RME), which address the
moral decay often seen alongside an increasing focus on STEM disciplines. The research
reveals gaps between RME curricula and their implementation, indicating a need for
enhanced collaboration among educational stakeholders to bridge these divides (Tawiah D
et al., 2025). This approach reflects the understanding that character building is the
optimum goal of education prescribed by all educational philosophies "Character building
Is the optimum goal of education prescribed by all educational philosophies.” (Afifa
Khanam, Zafar Igbal, Qudsia Kalsoom). Thus, by thoughtfully integrating moral
= frameworks within educational practices, institutions can actively foster a generation
equipped with ethical reasoning and a strong moral compass, ultimately contributing to
societal well-being and harmony.
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This bar chart presents the impact of character education programs, highlighting
four key metrics: the average effect size of program efficacy, the percentage of teachers
reporting character education activities, the percentage of students expressing positive
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attitudes toward these activities, and the percentage of students who reported enjoying

them. The findings show that while the average effect size is modest at 0.24, a significant
majority of teachers (70%) are engaged in character education, with all students (100%)
indicating positive attitudes and enjoyment in related activities. These results emphasize
: the benefits of incorporating character education into educational practices to promote
n ethical reasoning and develop a strong moral compass in students.

A.  The impact of school environments and curricula on the cultivation of moral
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) In examining the impact of school environments and curricula on the cultivation of
g moral values, it is crucial to recognize the interplay between educational institutions and
D family influences. Schools serve as critical venues for moral development, where curricula
< are designed not only to impart knowledge but also to foster values such as responsibility
ab) and empathy. For instance, research on religious and moral education in Ghanaian schools
e highlights a disconnect between intended curricula and their practical implementation,
g which affects students value acquisition (Tawiah D et al., 2025). Similarly, traditional
- views from Chinese philosophy emphasize the importance of emotional restraint in moral
7 reasoning, yet contemporary psychology argues for the integration of emotions in ethical
-’ decision-making (Yu X, 2025). Furthermore, programs that instill Islamic educational
g— values emphasize qualities like mutual respect and social responsibility, showcasing the
CU potential of educational frameworks in shaping moral character (Purnomo E et al., 2025).

With the ongoing discourse around character education in England, it becomes evident that
aligning curricula with cultural and ethical expectations is vital for meaningful moral
instruction (Boreham et al., 2025). Ultimately, schools must actively engage with these
diverse educational philosophies to effectively cultivate a well-rounded moral compass in
students.

IV. Conclusion

In summation, the integration of upbringing and moral values is pivotal for fostering
holistic development in children, which subsequently shapes societal dynamics.
Recognizing the challenges and opportunities presented by modern education systems,
such as the emphasis on STEM fields often at the expense of moral education, highlights
the necessity for a balanced curriculum that incorporates character development alongside
academic achievement (DLT et al., 2025). As emphasized in educational research, the
effectiveness of moral education programs hinges on their practical implementation within
the school environment, requiring active involvement from all stakeholders, including
parents and educators (Tawiah D et al., 2025). This is particularly relevant in the context of
diverse family backgrounds where varying cultural values play a critical role (Savi¢ et al.,
2025). By adopting a comprehensive approach that prioritizes both academic and moral
instruction, society can cultivate responsible and ethical individuals, ultimately leading to
positive communal outcomes (Axmadjon R qizi Anvarjonova et al., 2025). The data from
further illustrate the wvalues prioritized by parents, reinforcing the argument for a
collaborative effort in instilling these moral principles.
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A.  Summary of the integration of upbringing and moral values and its

implications for society

The integration of upbringing and moral values holds profound implications for
society, particularly as it shapes individuals character and ethical frameworks. Effective
: upbringing, rooted in moral education, fosters responsibility, empathy, and social cohesion
n among children, essential traits for harmonious societal interactions. Observations from
diverse cultural contexts indicate that neglecting these values can lead to adverse outcomes,

ﬁﬂr—! 2
ST

< . including increased immorality and social discord, as seen in Ghanas educational system
) 2 which struggles to holistically integrate moral teachings alongside STEM disciplines
g O (Tawiah D et al, 2025). Furthermore, frameworks that account for legal and social
D @ pluralism, as in the context of Indonesias interfaith marriages, highlight the necessity of
< ELD‘ incorporating moral values into legal systems to achieve societal harmony (Hadiati et al.,
QD Y 2025). Ultimately, the commitment to cultivating moral values through upbringing
W . . . . . .
_— - reinforces community bonds and promotes the common good, a principle rooted in social
g o personalism that emphasizes our relational nature and collective responsibility (Stawomir
O § Chrost, 2025). The data represented in further reinforces parental prioritization of moral
7 = U values, suggesting a societal consensus on the need for strong ethical foundations in
== upbringing.
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